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sion in North America has been extended beyond the conventional presentation to 
embrace the West Indies, the founding of Louisiana, and the advance of the French 
pioneers across the Mississippi and up its tributaries, and up the Saskatchewan to 
the Rocky Mountains. The story of English expansion embraces not only the 
thirteen colonies which revolted, but also the Bermudas, the West Indies, Hudson 
Bay, Canada, and the Floridas. The treatment of the new British possessions 
between 1 763 and 1 783 aims to present in one view the story of the expansion of the 
whole English frontier, from Florida to Hudson Bay. 

The Spanish colonies of North America, in particular, have been accorded a 
more adequate treatment than is usual in textbooks. To writers of United States 
history the Spaniards have appeared to be mere explorers. Students of American 
history in a larger sense, however, know that Spain transplanted Spanish civilization 
and founded vast and populous colonies, represented today by some twenty republics 
and many millions of people. The notion, so widely current, in this country, that 
Spain "failed" as a colonizer, arises from a faulty method. In treating Spain's 
part in the New World it has been customary, after recounting the discovery of 
America, to proceed at once to territory now within the United States — Florida, New 
Mexico, Texas — forgetting that these regions were to Spain only northern outposts, 
and omitting the wonderful story of Spanish achievement farther south [pp. v-vi]. 

The book is distinctly a college text, but the style is simple, direct, and 
clear, and the subject-matter is illustrated by some fifty maps, so that it will 
be found very useful to high-school students for supplementary reading, 
while to high-school teachers it should have added value. To all teachers of 
American history, whether in the public schools or in the colleges and univer- 
sities, it will bring a viewpoint which is new and stimulating, a viewpoint 
which they cannot afford longer to neglect if they are to keep abreast of the 

times. 

J. Fred Rtppy 
University of Chicago 

A working view of supervised study. — The key to current improvements in 
the technique of instruction is to be found primarily in the widespread reaction 
against the time-wasting, interest-killing practices of the older lesson-hearing 
type of recitation. This reaction is felt most clearly in the greatly increased 
emphasis upon those newer forms of classroom exercise, the socialized recita- 
tion and the supervised-study period. The importance of these latter is no 
longer questioned, but it must be admitted that the actual details of their 
proper application to classroom procedure in the several branches are as yet 
in large measure unformulated. Certainly there are not lacking in our schools 
instructors who, with the best of intentions yet lacking opportunities for the 
requisite special courses or for the observation of expert practice in this direc- 
tion, have only the vaguest of notions as to how these principles may be 
profitably adapted to the conduct of their own particular classes. The 
responsibility for this condition must unquestionably rest in part upon those 
writers on supervision and special method whose books contain a maximum of 
theoretical precept with a minimum of concrete example. 
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No such charge could be laid, however, against the latest addition to the 
Hall-Quest series on supervised instruction. This volume 1 by Miss Laura 
McGregor of Rochester is designed to do for the teaching of English what 
Miss Simpson has undertaken in the case of history, and a more immediately 
practical set of definite suggestions of the sort required it would be difficult 
to find. While bearing the title Supervised Study in English, this heading is 
taken in a sense sufficiently broad to include also discussions of the assign- 
ment, review, and such other teaching processes as must accompany instruc- 
tion of the type in question. The volume is in fact largely a compendium of 
detailed accounts of actual classroom exercises organized along the general 
lines of supervised-study technique. Theoretical discussion is thus con- 
spicuous by its absence, and generalizations are limited for the most part to 
suggestions interspersed among the reports of particular recitations. 

After a brief exposition of the principle of the threefold assignment and 
the suggested form of lesson-plan sheet, the writer plunges directly into the 
account of a series of lessons in oral English. These are followed by similar 
chapters treating of procedure in the case of literature, composition, and 
grammar respectively. These instances of expert teaching not only develop 
by illustration a clear conception of the underlying technique, but are so 
chosen as to introduce also a wide variety of ingenious devices of the sort 
always welcome to the teacher in any line. Possibly the chapter on literature 
is more than usually strong here. Many readers will be tempted to try out 
whole sets of these lesson plans taken over almost without change. 

Chapter vii is devoted to forms of drill upon the five special skills to be 
developed in English. These are, by the author's analysis, skill in the mechani- 
cal processes of reading, automatic use of correct speech forms, skill in the 
choice of words, ability to use the dictionary, and a real sentence sense in 
composition. The suggestions for the cultivation of these abilities are emi- 
nently practical and clearly put. A final chapter on the place of projects in 
English teaching, while remarking the objections to too free employment of 
the prolonged and artificial enterprises sometimes included under this caption, 
nevertheless outlines a variety of plans which may prove acceptable. 

While this book as written has reference specifically to English of junior 
high school grade, an examination of the lesson plans outlined can scarcely 
fail to be profitable to anyone concerned with the teaching of English under 
departmental organization and with periods of sufficient length to make such 
procedure practicable. 

Later volumes of this series will be awaited with interest. 



An introduction to the teaching process. — The instructor in an introductory 
course in education or the writer of a textbook for such a course must con- 
stantly face the necessity of deciding between the conflicting claims of direct 

1 A. Laura McGregor, Supervised Study in English for Junior High School 
Grades. New York: Macmillan Co., 1921. Pp. xii+220. 



